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Fight for a Labour victory

Build Labour into
a workers’ party
By Kelly Rogers, Picturehouse cinema striker
Every socialist, every labour movement activist, everyone who wants to see
a fairer, more equal and more just society should throw themselves into campaigning for a Labour victory in the General Election.
A Labour government led by Jeremy Corbyn will not mean the end of capitalism. It will make a massive difference to workers’ and communities’ ability
to defend ourselves and fight for our rights. Even limiting the extent of a Tory

victory will make an important difference in the period ahead. It will shape the
balance of forces between their drive to increase cuts, inequality and poverty,
and our drive to resist and push the other way.
There is a lot to fight for, and a lot to do.
Get out canvassing with your local Labour Party. Take part in the Momentum mobilisations to go to marginal constituencies near yours. Get active in
your local Momentum group
so you can link up with other
left-wingers in the campaign.

Continued on page 3

General election special issue: local elections analysis • election reports • class and
the labour vote • welsh problems • labour policies • mcdonnell • teachers • brighton
kemptown • anti-corbyn arguments • tax the rich • youth and students for labour

ISSUE 7
Issue 7 of The Clarion was put together as the General Election
campaign hit its stride.
We hope it provides food for thought and a useful source of material
for discussions both with other Labour activists and campaigners, and
with voters. We also hope it at least poses some of the big questions
about how socialists should argue for the movement to go forward
after 8 June.
Transforming the Labour Party, and reviving the labour movement,
is urgent but at the same time a long-term project. We should use the
election campaign to build links and spread ideas which can help us
argue and act with determination post-election.

WHERE WE STAND
The Labour Party and the country are standing at a crossroads.
Jeremy Corbyn's election as Labour leader in 2015 opened a
space for socialist politics to re-emerge into the British mainstream. His re-election in 2016 confirmed that there are at least
hundreds of thousands in Britain of people who want to see an
end to austerity, to neo-liberalism and to the worst misery inflicted
by the capitalist system. There are hundreds of thousands of people
who at least aspire to a better society than capitalism. The socialist
left of the labour movement has a historic opportunity now – we
must seize it.
That means an open discussion on politics and principles, assisting the grassroots of the labour movement to develop our own
policies and programme for a Labour government and for transforming society, building on and critically engaging with policies
proposed by the leader’s office, the unions, the constituencies, and
other parts of the movement.
It means democratising the Labour Party, preventing further
coup attempts against the leadership, and preventing further unjust
purges, suspensions, and expulsions. It means facilitating debate
on Momentum, its purpose and its future.
The Clarion is a space for and a contribution to those debates.
In addition to news and reports from the movement, our coverage
will particularly focus on
• Debate and discussion on class and class struggle today, and
how we go beyond “new politics” and “progressive politics” to revive
working-class politics.
• How we make socialism, a new society based on common
ownership and need not profit, the basic, unifying goal of the left;
and fight for bold socialist policies in the here and now.
• Fighting nationalism, building working-class solidarity across
borders and between workers of different backgrounds and communities.
• To take a serious and consistent approach to equality and liberation struggles.
• To stand up for rational debate and against nonsense, against
the culture of clickbait, conspiracy theory, and instant denunciation
which has taken root in some parts of the left.
We welcome involvement from comrades who are in broad
agreement with these points. We aim to complement rather than
compete with existing publications on the Labour left, and to critically engage with ideas from across the left.
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Fight for a Labour victory
Continued from the front cover
In the time remaining before the 22 May deadline, help register people, particularly young people and students, to vote. Talk to people at
work, on your campus, in your union, to your friends. Put up a Labour
poster in your window.
The outcome of the election will also make a difference to what happens in the Labour Party. The better the election result, the bigger the
possibilities for taking forward the campaign to transform Labour.
A lot of time and opportunities have been lost over the last 18 months.
We need to push forward with the fight to change Labour policy, structures, and way of operating, including at this year’s party conference.
With the deadline for naming CLP delegates now a month after the
election, the left needs to get organised.
If you haven’t joined Labour yet, join now and help the struggle.
The central idea and axis in our campaign to shape Labour should be
class. We should fight to build and develop Labour, to make it more of
a workers’ party. What does that mean?
We should seek to make it a democratic party, providing spaces in
which working people can come together to debate, discuss and decide
action, rather than having decisions imposed on them by a caste of

Labour’s campaign launch
Nik Barstow, Stretford Labour branch secretary, reports from the
official launch of Labour’s general election campaign in
Manchester.
Coronation Street’s Julie Hesmondhalgh gave a rousing introduction to Jeremy Corbyn at
Labour’s election launch rally
on 9 May, to a thousand supporters at the Trafford Centre
near Manchester.
“Jeremy’s election as leader
was exhilarating – Labour was
finally in line with my views
about equality and justice… it
has become a new and exciting
mass movement that gives a toss
about stuff ”. She stressed we
have 30 days to: “be on the right
side of history”, “get our message
out to people who have been demoralized and disenfranchised
by politicians they think are all
the same” and to “save the
NHS”.
Jeremy Corbyn’s speech
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stressed how the Tories were
holding back working people
from living richer lives. He focused on the Party’s commitment to a “comprehensive
programme to strengthen rights
at work and end the race to the
bottom with low pay and insecurity”. He pledged a Labour
government would “take action
to enforce employment standards across the board”.
The biggest cheers came
when, towards the end of his
speech, he said that when
Labour wins there will be a
reckoning for the asset-strippers, tax cheats and greedy
bankers and that we will “take
our wealth back, the wealth we
produce”.

media-oriented political operatives and middle-class professionals. We
should seek to maintain and build the party’s mass membership, involve
it in activity and discussion and draw in more people from sections of
the working class currently often alienated from official politics (like
blue-collar, less formally-educated, and BME comrades).
As a workers’ party, Labour should put forward workers to represent
it. Labour candidates should be people with a current or recent record
of rank-and-file trade union or community activism, not aspirant professional politicians who have done their time as an MP’s researcher or
running an NGO.
Labour should throw itself into supporting workers’ struggles, like
strikes, rather than standing back a bit nervously from them while expressing mild disapproval (as it often did pre-Corbyn) or mild support
(as it often does now). Labour Parties should become local forums for
supporting struggles and campaigns. That obviously means a serious discussion about what Labour councils are doing – the shameful situation
where workers find themselves in struggle not with but against Labour
councils needs to end.
And we need policies to match – bold, clear policies which at least
meet immediate working-class needs, like scrapping all the laws limiting
trade union action and taxing the rich to reverse all cuts and rebuild our
services. We need an end to equivocation and retreat on migrants’ rights.
Our movement needs to get out there and seek to shift the political
narrative by making class central to politics again. Class never stopped
being central to the way society works – it is the basis on which, over
the last decades, the rich have become much richer at the expense of the
majority and reorganised our society to make it ever more brutal, unequal
and mean. But only if we reassert that reality explicitly and forcefully
can the movement, and Labour, begin to turn the tide.
Young and old, black and white, big city and small town or village,
Leave and Remain, British-born and migrant – all of us have been
hammered, and yet part of that has been successfully dividing us. Only
a renewed class politics can unite us across these divides and provide
the basis for a movement which really stands up for “the many, not the
few”.

Stand up for migrants
On 25 April, in a speech setting
out Labour’s position on Brexit,
Shadow Brexit secretary Keir
Starmer gave ground to the latest successful “big lie” in politics:
the idea that social problems in
the UK are the result of immigration, and that migration has
to be reduced.
Starmer’s speech was mild: he
said “We recognise that immigration rules will have to change

as we exit the EU, but we do not
believe that immigration should
be the overarching priority.” But
he followed these remarks by
stating baldly, “The referendum
result was largely a result of concerns about immigration and we
have to listen to that[…] Freedom of movement will have to
end as we leave the EU.”
• Full article at bit.ly/gemigrants
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Local elections gave Labour a bad night
By E M Johns
These were always going to be a
tricky round of elections, including the County Councils in
England, the majority of which
are true blue.
Labour's losses in Wales were
disappointing, although not as bad
as some feared, and as Professor
John Curtice points out, the
party's diminishing dominance in
our traditional stronghold of the
Welsh valleys goes back a number
of years. Still, the loss of a tranche
of council seats across the country
and defeat by the Tories in a mayoral vote in the northeast of
England are surely causes for concern.
The Tories have been helped by
the complete collapse of Ukip’s
vote after the government's
embrace of a hard Brexit. It is the
popularity of the Tories rather
than the unpopularity of Labour
which is most responsible for
these results. That staple figure of
British politics, the working-class
Tory, who has long been absent
from the active political scene
through apathy or an unwillingness to give support to a toxic Tory
“brand”, is back with a vengeance.
Our own “core vote” is, I suspect, stronger than people often
fear. Yes, people in working-class

areas are voting Tory, but this is
not the same as “traditional
Labour voters” abandoning us for
the enemy. Most Labour people,
even if they dislike Corbyn that
much, will stick with Labour. The
latent Tory vote in working class
areas has always existed, and is
galvanised by the current political
situation. Of course, the way Corbyn is portrayed as unpatriotic, his
position on Trident, and so on,
make it easier for the Tory press to
mobilise these voters.
An electoral strategy based simply on “getting out the vote” will
not win an election – there is simply not enough of “our vote” to
“get out” at the moment. Put simply, for a socialist government to
come to power, there must be
more socialists in society.
We must redouble our efforts to
persuade and convince. It means
not passing by the house marked
down as having voted Tory two
years ago as if they are somehow a
lost cause. If we are not prepared
and able to change minds, we will
lose. If we approach the electorate
with a good grasp of our ideas and
clear, sharp ways of explaining
them, we can win. The party
should produce briefing papers for
all canvassers that cover issues
most likely to come up on the
doorstep – whether Brexit, housing, the economy, or local issues –

and
arrange
training
sessions
for
activists
on these
issues.
It
means we
must continue to chip away at the
prevailing mood of nationalism
and xenophobia, because these are,
as they have ever been, the conditions in which a Tory vote thrives
and firms up. There is no cleverclever accommodation to this
political mood which can somehow benefit the Labour Party. We
can see from the polling in Scotland that, when politics becomes
about national identity, our party,
a party based on class, gets
squeezed out. We could catch a
prevailing mood here and there
with appeals to the flag (this is
next to impossible in the current
situation), in the long run, the
socialist who embraces nationalism is the turkey canvassing for
Santa Claus.
It means, too, that the party
must urgently develop a national
strategy for our local government
representatives. Labour councils at
the moment are put upon, in
incredibly difficult circumstances.
But many are barely even “dented

shields”. It is unlikely that councils
which are seen as commissioning
bodies for private interests, or a
transmission belt for central government cuts, will inspire much
support, either among “our” people
or the wider public.
All these things are doable if
the political will is there among
the Labour Party's mass membership, and if we make the Labour
Party capable of democratically
expressing this will. The hard
work of doorknocking over the
next month for the general election must be imbued with the
spirit of the new society we are
trying to build, a vision of the
future which can provide solutions
to people's questions and insecurities in the present.
For many of us, this will be the
fight of our political lives so far –
we have a duty to give it everything we have. Politics is febrile.
Victory is possible, but can only
be realised through our will and
our action.

A council budget for the many, not the few
By Richard Shield, Wirral Grassroots Momentum
Labour-led councils are sites of material class conflict. They are
being forced to conform with laws which favour the few.
As bodies of elected representatives, their purpose is to meet the real
local needs of the many. A socialist councillor must vote for Tory cuts
in local services (as a councillor), and she cannot vote for the cuts (as
a socialist), because that drives down local standards of living and conditions of work. When local left-wingers campaign for the election of
Labour-controlled councils, we then watch with dismay as the local
Labour Groups kowtow to the Labour Party’s bureaucratic and defeatist national policy of working within the Tories’ wretched budgets.
During ten years of austerity, Labour-led local authorities have been
implementing swingeing Tory funding cuts and are praying now for a
change of government. In practice this means that councils have been
cutting public services and jobs in the name of the Labour Party, raising
charges beyond people’s means, privatising and scratching around for
incentives to capital to expand their exploitation of local workers. Our
needs are unmet, poverty and illness have been escalating, and there
have been thousands of avoidable deaths.
In November 2016, Wirral Momentum resolved to try break out of
that vicious downward spiral. Committed local anti-cuts campaigners
decided to step up the fight against all public-sector and welfare cuts
and to launch a campaign for a “Wirral Needs Plan”: a needs-based
budget, a democratic socialist programme that would really meet the
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needs of everyone who lives or works in Wirral, particular those in
liberation groups and multiply deprived areas. The Labour Group
could provide leadership, and retain voters’ confidence, by openly and
energetically campaign for all the resources, services and facilities
demonstrably needed by Wirral communities. Wirral needs, not
bosses’ greed!
It’s early days yet, but the detailed Plan and its public support are
growing. Union branches and Wirral TUC support the plan and have
organised petitions and lobbied the Council. We are working hard to
win the backing of the four Wirral CLPs, despite Wallasey CLP’s continuing suspension. The Labour Group has been feeling the pressure,
several members welcome the opportunity for a positive, principled
campaign against funding cuts. We’re building for a public conference
in the Autumn, in advance of the next budget cycle.
If the Tories win this general election, then by 2020 the government
will have cut over £250 million from Wirral Council’s income and will
give no further financial support. A democratic mass local fight for
what we need will be an essential part of the socialist response. If we
achieve a Corbyn-led Labour government, the challenge will be quickly
to redistribute desperately needed resources to our local public-sector
organisation.
Whatever happens, we will need a more democratic national
Labour Party leading and encouraging a mass campaign to meet the
local needs of all working and marginalised people across the country.
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“A great local campaign”
Lesley Mansell, Labour’s
candidate for the West of
England metro mayor,
spoke to The Clarion. She
won 65,923 votes (48.4 per
cent) to Tory candidate Tim
Bowles’ 70,300.
What’s your political background?
I’m an equality and diversity
manager in the NHS, and I’ve
worked in many other jobs including higher education and engineering. I’ve been a Labour
Party member for 30-odd years,
and a trade union member longer
— currently a member of Unite.
I’m Secretary-Chair of North
East Somerset CLP and a councillor in Westfield, South of Bristol. I’m very much on the left and
a strong supporter of Jeremy Corbyn.
You came very close to winning.
Did you expect that?
I did expect to win, but I was
only two percent off. To put that
in context, the mayoral region
covers nine parliamentary constituencies, of which only three
are currently Labour. We got a big
vote. A lot of Labour supporters
were reluctant to vote because
they didn’t want a mayor. At the
same time, it was a great local
campaign. Lots of members, from
all wings of the party, got out
leafleting and door knocking. We
delivered 180,000 of the first
leaflet, 360,000 of the second. The
unions were brilliant too. Lots of
people did phoning, including
Momentum members in London.
A big thank you to everyone who
helped.
What issues did you campaign
on?
Corbyn’s ten pledges, plus issues within the mayor’s remit –
housing, the economy, transport.
Bus service cuts and deregulation
are continuing to work themselves

Tories win in Tees
Valley!
For an analysis of the Tees Valley
mayoral election, by James Doran,
see: bit.ly/2ph2HTh
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through and the service is particularly bad
in rural areas. A lot of
people have to give up
college courses because they can’t afford
the bus fare. We advocated a public, co-operative bus service
where the money goes
back into the services.
I also campaigned
very strongly on
equality. Black people
in this region earn ten
percent less than
white people. I raised
equalities
issues
through my manifesto and
through advocating an equality
charter I campaigned for everyone
to sign. I was the only women
candidate in the election.
On housing, it’s the issue that
exists in many places, of prices and
rents rocketing and low equality. I
advocated a charter for tenants,
working with ACORN. I tried to
tie the issue of fair rents together
with the demand for fair wages
across the West of England.
Many on the left criticise the
idea of elected mayors as undemocratic. What do you think?
Well, metro mayors are not
quite the same as local mayors.

Their powers are very restricted. If
I’d been elected I would have been
tempted to go to Jeremy Corbyn
on 9 June and say we need more
powers so we can deal with the issues. On the other hand there is
no reason that regional representation couldn’t be a more collective type of body. I’ll be working
with community organisations to
hold the new mayor to account.
We’re facing an uphill battle in
the general election. What
would your message to activists
be?
Don’t be daunted. The media
are targeting Jeremy Corbyn, but
we have to get our members out

there talking to people. When
people say, I don’t like Corbyn, if
you talk about his pledges and his
policies, they get on board. The
Tories are making a real mess with
Brexit, the economy is tanking,
and we’re losing thousands of jobs.
It’s going to get worse, and the
only people who will benefit are
the City and the rich.
We’ve got to get out there and
do everything we can for a
Labour victory.
• For a longer version of this interview see bit.ly/2q3p2JD. For
more analysis of the West of England mayoral election, see
bit.ly/2psbqx2

West Mids establishment leads Labour to defeat
By Daniel W Round, Stourbridge Labour Party
Labour’s Siôn Simon lost the West Midlands mayoral race to Andy Street, the Tory former boss of John
Lewis, by 0.8% in the second round. There is of course no doubt that factors external to the West Midlands were at play. Also, with a quarter of the region’s MPs being Tories and many other seats being
marginal, it would also be unfair to suggest that the West Midlands is as much of a “heartland” as
Merseyside or Manchester. However, defeat was perfectly avoidable.
In his concession speech and post-result interviews, Simon pushed the blame onto the leadership without
any gracious acknowledgment of his own failings as a candidate — of which there were many.
Simon’s first impression to many voters was that of complacency, with the Labour candidate missing
some crucial early debates. His excuse was apparently that, as an MEP, he has to divide his time between
the UK and Brussels. Okay — but shamefully he abstained on the big CETA vote in the European Parliament, despite the party’s position being that Labour MEPs should vote against the proposals!
Throughout the campaign, Simon was transparent in his tactic of aping an anti-establishment, riled-up
Brexiteer. No one was buying it, certainly not from an MEP and former New Labour junior minister who
has been part of the West Midlands establishment for years. He made a crude and misguided attempt to
secure English nationalist votes, and had to be challenged by frustrated activists before he reoriented his
attacks on unfair funding away from Scotland and onto Tory austerity measures!
Meanwhile, his team heavily focused on Birmingham at the expense of other areas. We won Birmingham,
but lost in Dudley and didn’t win big enough in areas like Wolverhampton, areas that would have secured
the mayoralty had we got the vote out.
The same clique that led the campaign has recently decided to bar Labour members with two years of
continuous membership from selecting council candidates in the city. The culture of West Midlands
Labour needs a complete overhaul.
• For the full version of this article see bit.ly/westmidsmayor
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Polls, politics and class
By Martin Thomas
Marine Le Pen won only 5% of the vote in Paris, and 7% in some other
major cities, but 21% overall in the first round of the French presidential election.
Donald Trump got less than 10% in New York’s Bronx and Manhattan districts, yet led 62%-34% in small cities and rural areas.
In the 4 May local elections, Labour did better in Manchester. Polling
for the general election looks bad in many small towns, but has Labour
ahead in London.
Labour is ahead among voters under 40 and way ahead among 18-24
year olds. Older voters boost the Tories.
Only 37% of 18-29 year olds voted Trump. In the French presidential
first round, left candidate Jean-Luc Mélenchon won 30% among 18-24
year olds, with Le Pen on 21% and Macron on 18%. (Le Pen did well
among the middle-aged, but, unlike the Tories and Trump, not among
the elderly).
Le Pen got 37% of the manual worker ("ouvrier") vote, ahead of Mélenchon on 24%. She got 32% among those on less than €1250 a month,
with Mélenchon on 25% and Macron on only 14%.
In 2-20 April polling, the Tories had a 17% lead over Labour among
voters socially classified as "C2DE". A number of worse-off workingclass voters who went from Labour to Ukip may now be moving to the
Tories.
Scan those facts, and you're not surprised when a "research executive"
at YouGov writes: "Class would tell you little more about a person's voting intention than looking at their horoscope or reading their palms".
Every canvasser knows that is not true. Big houses and luxurious gardens give you a poorer Labour score than a scruffy terrace or a block of
council flats.
In part the figures mislead by misidentifying "the working class" with
an important minority of the class. Time was when the bulk of the
French working class were "ouvriers". Now only 20% of the employed
population are classified that way.
The "ABC1C2DE" categories for Britain were developed by advertisers, not social scientists, over 50 years ago. According to them only
15% of the population of Britain is now "working class" (D), and another
21% “skilled working class” (C2).
Those classified as manual workers, C2D, are often older and in declining industries. Trade unionists in Britain today have a better income
and a higher level of formal education than the population's average.
That's partly failure by the unions, but partly just a shift in where the
bulk of the working class is.
It has almost always been the case that left politics has relied more on
the better-off and younger sections of the working class - the sort of
people who make up the young, big-city base (or potential base) of the
left today.
Wilhelm Liebknecht, at a congress of the German Social Democracy
in its great days, once remarked, as something obvious, that the delegates
were of course mostly better-off workers.
In 1938 Leon Trotsky summed up a century of experience across the
world: "Trade unions, even the most powerful, embrace no more than
20 to 25 per cent of the working class, and at that, predominantly the
more skilled and better paid layers. The more oppressed majority of the
working class is drawn only episodically into the struggle..."
Other factors have often cross-cut the working-class vote. Until about
the 1980s, the best predictor of voting in France was whether you attended (Catholic church or not. For a long time, women generally voted
more right-wing than men; now they generally vote more left-wing. The
young are usually more left than the old. Today - happily in general, unhappily for voting patterns — a lot more working-class people survive
into conservative old age.
The relative isolation of the Paris Commune, the pivotal role of St
Petersburg in 1917, and even the leading role of the London Trades
Council for a while in England-wide trade union history, show that the
centrality of big cities is not new.
Much depends on the processes through which the younger, more ed-
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Labour election poster for the 1966 general election
ucated, slightly-better-off, big-city people of the working-class left get
organised and gain influence and hegemony in the broader working
class. They are not automatic.
The Tories gave urban male workers in Britain the vote with the Second Reform Act in 1867 - and, despite the fears of some Tories, benefited. Disraeli was prime minister from 1874 to 1880.
Islington, known today as Jeremy Corbyn's base, returned Tory MPs
for two of its three parliamentary seats from 1886 through to 1906. Industrial South Wales sent landowners and posh industrialists to Parliament until well into the 20th century.
World War 2 and its aftermath made a shift in many countries. Trade
unions became much bigger, and organised new industrial concentrations. Young men with their political horizons broadened by meeting
others from diverse backgrounds in the armed forces spread left-wing
ideas to smaller towns and cities.
Labour started to assume its working-class vote was an automatic default. But by default, as Marx put it, "the ideas of the ruling class are in
every epoch the ruling ideas". Over long decades since then - with ups
and downs - working-class alignment with trade unions, with the labour
movement, and with left-wing politics has not been re-made, reorganised, reshaped adequately.
That shortfall has hurt particularly in recent decades, when factories
— not the working class in general, but factories specifically — have
been moved out of big cities to small towns or the very edges of the
cities, and the labour movement has often failed to follow them and organise sufficiently.
Class is still the most potent axis of politics because it is the axis of
the great inequalities of power and wealth which structure our lives. The
left will only lose itself searching for another axis.
But the axis has to be made and shaped by political effort. In the
first place, drawing young left-wingers into ongoing organisation and
not just clicktivism. In the second place, driving the trade unions out
to organise the unorganised.
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Labour’s big Welsh problem
By Jamie Green
When I was growing up in South Wales, the
only faux pas bigger than wishing England
luck in the World Cup was voting Tory.
However, a recent sharp turn in in the polls
suggests that a nation once solidly red might
be turning a light shade of blue.
If the various polls come true, the general
election will see Labour lose the majority in
Wales that it first won in 1922 and has been a
bedrock of its electoral support ever since.
Many potential Tory gains are set to happen in
once safe industrial areas such as Newport,
where 10,000 Chartists historically marched
and protested. For socialists, it’s imperative to
ask why is this happening.
It was once commonplace that the likes of
miners and steelworkers might find their way
into the labour movement through their trade
union or perhaps their local working men’s
club. Both institutions traditionally offered either formal political education, or even just
space where communities could discuss issues
over a pint at the end of a long day. However,
as industry has shrunk and the social clubs
closed, so have the once almost unbreakable
ties with workers and Labour declined in

Wales. The consequence is that Wales’ younger
generations – who tend to be poorly unionised
service or public sector work – are much harder
to reach and guarantee votes from.
The slowly weakening relationship between
post-industrial Wales and the labour movement may have been accelerated by the nation’s
vote for Brexit which, in my view, largely derived from levels of poverty. The EU was a
proxy through which many Welsh voters raged
against the effects of globalisation that have
convulsed both social and economic landscapes. Now it is the Tories who seem to be
capitalising on these frustrations, despite overseeing the demise of coal which saw many
communities decline along with it.
There is hope yet for the Welsh Labour
Party, particularly after they defied the pundits
in last year’s Senedd elections and kept most
of their seats. In the recent local elections the
party, despite an overall net loss of seats and
councils, still won the most seats by a long way
and the Tories came fourth. In my home
county of Neath Port Talbot – where Leave
won convincingly last June – Labour retained
a majority and the Tories took no seats.
On the other hand, there were also some
worrying results in areas such as Bridgend,

where the Conservative seat count increased
ten-fold, and overall the Tories enjoyed the
biggest seat increase of any party across the
country.
A Tory win in Wales will have far-reaching
consequences that will be difficult to reverse,
but it is certainly not inevitable.The only way
to curb the current tides of reaction is for
Labour and the wider movement to rebuild its
roots.
Just as the party once had a connection
with the miners of Merthyr, it must now find
one with the precariat of call-centre and care
workers who continue to feel beleaguered by
deindustrialisation and consequent poverty
and insecurity.

Reports from the general election campaign
For more reports see The Clarion website.
Please send your reports of canvassing and
campaigning to theclarionmag@gmail.com

Sheffield
I’ve been surprised by the number of people
bringing up dislike of Corbyn on the
doorstep.
It's usually older white men, raising issues
about “weak leadership”, stuff straight from the
media. Organisers have encouraged us to focus
on the popular local MP, distancing the leadership. That's not convincing, you can't separate
voting Labour from Corbyn. I’ve found moving
over to policies is best.
Sheffield Momentum have organised
phone-banking to get our members involved,
with a good response. Some were already key
to the campaigning in their constituencies;
however, a fair number not been active in the
Labour Party but are now keen to get involved during the election.
Alison Brown

Leeds
The leaflets we were giving out in Leeds West
don’t mention any national policies and are all
about how hard Rachel Reeves works for the
constituency.
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You wouldn't know that Labour has any
policies like the £10 minimum wage or ending
zero hour contracts. It mentions securing
“Local Jobs for Local People”. Given Reeves’
previous comments about immigration this
could be read as the equivalent to “British jobs
for British workers”.
This campaign feels like it’s being run by the
MP and allies over the heads of members. By
contrast the campaign in neighbouring Leeds
North West, for Alex Sobel, has been a model
of inclusiveness. There are public training sessions for activists inside or outside the party to
become campaigners. A range of tactics like
stalls, student registration drives, socials, etc.
The materials features Labour policies in an
eye-catching way.
It will be difficult to win this Lib Dem seat,
but it shows how a more positive, open, exciting campaign can be run that will leave a
foundation whatever the result.
Dave Kirk

Lewisham
I have been out canvassing in Evelyn Ward in
Lewisham Deptford constituency four times.
It is a solid Labour area where the turnout is
often low. We have met some hesitancy on the
doorstep from traditional Labour voters who
have been confused by the media coverage and
the anti-Corbyn campaign in the party.

However, when we discuss the programme
– £10 minimum wage, one million council
houses, private companies out of the NHS,
reversal of the cuts in schools budgets, and so
on – we have found we are normally able to
convince them to vote Labour again.
Duncan Morrison

Battersea
Battersea CLP’s Marsha de Cordova is one of
the few left candidates standing in south
London.
Labour is trying to overturn a nearly 8,000
strong Tory majority. Battersea was Labour between 1997-2010 but now the Tories are
strengthening their position there. This is parly
because the local demographic is changing,
with “redevelopment” all contributing to richer
people moving into the area who are squeezing
out working-class voters.
Although huge resources are being poured
into neighouring Tooting to save Rosena AllinKhan's seat, Battersea is being left under-resourced. No doubt Marsha was selected as a sop
to the left in a seat that the right didn't think
we could win. Let’s prove them wrong!
Get in touch with @Marsha4Battersea on
twitter or search Marsha de Cordova for Battersea on Facebook.
Robin Banks
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The Central issue

Labour’s policies to fight ine
By Cathy Nugent
Before this general election was called the Resolution Foundation
think-tank commented: “if nothing is done to change [the] outlook...
[2015-20] will go down as being the worst [period] on record for income
growth in the bottom half of the income distribution. It will also represent the biggest rise in inequality since the end of the 1980s.”
Since 2010 life for working-class people has significantly worsened.
There are now three and a half million children living in poverty, with more
than 40% in the worst hit constituencies. The Trussell Trust network of
foodbanks reported that they distributed 1,182,954 three-day emergency
food packages in the last year, compared to 40,898 in 2009-10. Since 2010,
£4.6 billion has been cut from social care budgets meaning 400,000 fewer
people are getting care and 15% less money is being spent on nursing
homes. Planned cuts to school funding will take on average £403 per primary student, and £554 per secondary student by 2020. The number of
public libraries has decreased by 632, or 14%, and campaigners say another
500 are at risk. Between 2010 and 2015, real-term cuts to mental health
trusts meant they lost the equivalent of £598 million each year. Changes
to the welfare system will see £5bn “saved” every year, with the Institute
for Fiscal Studies estimating that the poorest family will loose on average
£7,000 a year.
Meanwhile the rich are raking it in. Net profits for non-financial companies returned to their pre-crisis levels in 2014, at 12.5%. The Sunday
Times gave it’s annual Rich List report the title “Boom time for billionaires”
— as the 1000 richest individuals increased their wealth by £83bn in the
last year alone. The high pay centre reported in January that the UK’s top
bosses take just two and a half days to earn more than the yearly wage of
an average worker. In April the Office for National Statistics reported that
the richest 10% in society pay less of their income in tax than the poorest
10% (34.3% to 42%).
This general election is an opportunity to put forward an alternative, to
change the outlook.
Readers of this magazine who have been on the UK left, whether inside
or outside of the Labour Party, will have looked at Corbyn's election as
leader as a surprising, but real chance to remake Labour into a fighting
force against the Tories, and a party which represented working-class people.
Unfortunately Corbyn and a small band of people in and around Parliament have had to spend much of their time battling against the rightwing of Labour and their foul sabotage. This is a major reason why Labour
are now behind in the polls. Still many right-wing Labour candidates in
this General Election still avoid campaigning on Labour's national commitments.
Corbyn has displayed a great deal of fortitude over the last eighteen
months. Nonetheless many of us hoped his leadership would have been
much more aggressive against the Tories, pushing forward arguments and
policies and action against the relentless cuts in public services, driving
down of living standards, and slashing of workers' rights.
Many of us hoped that the left could have built a strong, vibrant and

Corbyn should not stand down!
By Tom Harris, Lewisham young Labour activist
On 9 May, Jeremy Corbyn told BuzzFeed that he will not stand down
as leader if he loses the election. That is right.
Firstly, there is no precedent, even within the grubby rules and traditions of the Parliamentary Labour Party, which says that leaders have to
go if they lose an election. Kinnock, the supposed 'soft left' leader, warbled
on for nine years conspicuous for their lack of general election victories.
Kinnock justified carrying on because he felt he had a job to do reforming
the party in his direction. Corbyn has the same justification. There are
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democratic left through Momentum that could have backed such a fight.
Alas, the Labour leadership stood by while Momentum's democracy was
cauterised and its political effectiveness thus limited.
Ours is not the disloyal and treacherous criticism of Labour's right wing.
Ours is the criticism of people who are committed to defending Corbyn
because we want a stronger left, one which can fight for a socialist society.
We need to continue to debate the kind of Labour Party we want.
But the political job now is much more urgent. Whether Labour wins
or loses on 8 June — and exactly how well it does is down to the left mobilising as many forces as we can — we are fighting to preserve and extend
a socialist political terrain, and to organise and strengthen the militant minority, in the labour movement.
In fighting the Tories, we argue positively for Labour, but as much for
the Labour Party we want, as the Labour Party we have. We have to convince working-class voters about all that Labour could be. It is critical we
get both the content and the tone of our arguments right.
How do we argue for Labour against the Tories? We need to say bluntly
the Tories are liars and represent nobody but the rich and privileged.
Take the issue of leadership, which Theresa May has made her mantra
in this election, saying “We need … to secure [as] strong and stable leadership… to see us through Brexit and beyond.” Like the vicious class warriors they are, the Tories want to pour scorn on Corbyn's niceness, and
call it weak.
But the Tories have failed on Brexit and they know it! As revelations
from European Commissioner Jean-Claude Juncker's dinner date with
May show, the prospect of Britain “crashing out” of the EU without any
deal is real.
other examples too: Ramsay McDonald and Clement Attlee spring to
mind.
Secondly, if we are remotely serious as a Labour Left about reforming
the Party into a more socialist force fighting for workers' interests, we
should not surrender the leadership after an election defeat called in circumstances of ambush, after a period of lengthy sabotage by the Labour
right. The opportunity to transform the British labour movement is too
big and too rare to throw away in the name of graciousness in defeat or
good taste.
Finally, if we surrender the leadership immediately after the election,
the right will absolutely have us. Thermidor by SPADs and PR professionals. If the right are going to take back the leadership, they should
at least have to fight us for it.
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equality

Labour needs a
vision of society
By Simon Hannah,
Tooting CLP secretary

Yes, Labour should have been much bolder at fighting Tory Brexit which
will hurt EU nationals in Britain, disrupt trade and create "hard" borders
between North and South in Ireland and maybe between England and
Scotland.
But Labour are not the party that is seeking to push through a shoddy
“no deal” Brexit without being held to account, either in this election or
even in Parliament. That party is the Tories. In this election we should
say it is very good that Labour have committed to protect EU nationals in
Britain. And we argue that Labour needs to go further, and, in fact, back
the continuation of free movement between the EU and the UK.
This is the approach the left which campaigns for Labour should take
— condemn the Tories, argue hard for Labour's many solid policies and
say clearly how these policies can be built on.
What else does Labour's manifesto say?
One of Labour's strongest messages is on taxation. The Tories have refused to promise no tax rises. That indicates that they will raise taxes, and
as in the past they will make sure a relatively higher burden of taxation
will fall on the least well-off. In contrast, Labour's message is strong – it
says they will reverse cuts in corporation tax, and not put up taxes for 95%
of people, no VAT, not income tax, not National Insurance. We need to
draw out the contrast, while arguing for Labour to be committed to much
higher taxes on some people — the super rich!
Labour is now committed to building a million homes. They say half of
those will be council homes. That's good but the need to push back against
get-rich-quick property developers and speculators is pressing, and Labour
should not be investing in “homes for sale” — all of these million new
homes should be council homes!
Labour has that they will scrap the pay cap for NHS workers and teachers. For over six years, all of these workers have had wages increases capped
at 1%, despite the rises in the cost of living. The scrapping of the cap is
great news, but it should be scrapped for all public sector workers.
The fact is that, in so far as the Tories are saying anything beyond “strong
leadership” in this election, they have moved in Labour's direction! For instance the Tories are now arguing for a price cap on energy prices, a longstanding Labour Party policy and one which at the last election the Tories
said showed Labour was “living in a Marxist universe”.
Labour is not living in that universe (unfortunately!) but it is more
distinctly socialist than it has been for many years. That is why this General Election is an opportunity to do real damage to the Tories, to make
the strongest possible positive arguments for Labour, and to argue for
socialist politics on the doorsteps.

I don’t think Labour can win this
on this or that policy or gimmick. The smaller class sizes and
extra bank holidays are great, but
not enough.
To win Labour has to present
an entirely different conception of
society and politics to win and it
has to convince people that the
Tories’ record in office has been a
disaster for people across the
country. This means ruthless attack all along the line at every aspect of Tory policy and practice in
the last seven years.
I know it sounds terrible but we
cannot rely on the moral argument around food banks or the
number of disabled people who
have died due to benefit cuts.
Clearly these have to be argued
out with people, but sadly we
knew about those things in 2015
and still didn’t win the election.
Most people vote on how
things affect them and how that
relates to what the wider picture
is, to where the country is going
overall. Labour has to be clear that
the Tories are actually a weak government and their ideas are
mostly shit even on their own
logic. They have had two major uturns on tax policy, they have
launched new welfare systems
that are already costing more
money and they have introduced
grammar school and education
cuts policies that are even unpopular with a lot of their own supporters.
Thatcher also had u-turns and
failures of policy and introduced
legislation that was unpopular
with her own party and voters.
But she won the argument about

where society was going, and even
where she failed as a Prime Minister she succeeded in establishing
a new consensus in Britain.
It is unlikely Labour can do
enough to turn all that around in
six weeks, but we can establish a
clear narrative and argument
about where society is going and
start to win that argument on the
doorsteps. A simple “are you voting Labour? Yes/No” simply ain’t
going to work this time. And neither is only defending our seats —
even if that strategy worked, logically it would be impossible to
win the election since we won’t
gain any more MPs.
The danger is that Labour has
usually advocated policies around
better wages, more homes, saving
the NHS and so on, but it hasn’t
always worked. In fact it has usually not worked — the Tories are
the most successful political party
in the western world and have
been in power far more often than
Labour. If this election is business
as usual, it will be a defeat.
At a Wandsworth school cuts
meeting on 25 April over 100 parents and teachers crammed into a
school hall and rounded on the
Tories’ cuts to education which
will see some schools lose loads of
teaching staff. The proposal for a
mass assembly in a park near Justine Greening’s offices was raised.
The sight of potentially thousands
of parents, children, students and
teachers out together to oppose
education cuts in the run up to an
election would be a huge media
blow for Theresa May and her
cuts agenda.
That is the kind of action that
can shift the media narrative and
start to shift the mood — so why
don’t we do it?

Repeal ALL anti-union laws
Labour has promised to repeal the 2016 Trade Union Act. But for
decades before 2016, Britain already had what Tony Blair proudly
called “the most restrictive union laws in the Western world”.
For years, John McDonnell sponsored a “Trade Union Freedom
Bill” to repeal all the Tories’ anti-union laws and assert workers’
rights. That is what we need now too.
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We have 500,000, and we can turn polls
John McDonnell launched his campaign for re-election in his
constituency of Hayes and Harlington on Saturday 6 May. Here
we print an excerpt from his speech.
We know it will be difficult, but it is not impossible to turn the polls
around. They won the West Midlands Mayor by spending £1m in one
area. What have we got? We have us. We are the many; they are the
few. We have 500,000 members and we can present the vision we have
for society.
Now we have to weigh up the political responsibilities that lie on our
own shoulders and over the next five weeks use every possible opportunity that we can to talk to people, out on the doorstep and having political conversations.
On average 200 families will be in B&Bs on any given night because
they are homeless. Many more will be along the canal and outside shops.
Families are renting out sheds in gardens. We have abusive landlords on
a scale we have never seen before. This is what the Tories have done to
us.
The irony of it all is they have sold off most the housing in our area
and are now renting them back at vast expense to put homeless families
in them. That is not just irrational its scandalous.
Hillingdon Hospital has incredibly hard working staff, under intense
pressure but they are operating in a building whose foundations are
crumbling as we speak. GPs retiring are not being replaced, people are
being turned away from A&E because the waiting lists are too long. We
have people with serious conditions who are not being treated. During
the Junior Doctors’ dispute, I know some in the Labour Party were anxious about us appearing on picket lines, but I was proud to do so.
Schools are facing the worst budget cuts per capita since the 1970s.
Schools are cutting back on classroom assistants and now teachers are
going and class sizes are increasing. We [in Hayes and Harlington] have
lost two children centres and our youngsters are not getting the services
they once did from the earliest years. The money has not kept pace with
the number of young people in this area. School governors are resigning
because they can’t cope with the pressure. Headteachers are writing to
parents to ask for donations just to keep the school running. That’s a
scandal.
Public sector workers have had a pay freeze for the last 10 years and
even nurses are using foodbanks. Average rents are between £1200£1600 per week and people who have faced a pay freeze can’t afford it.

We will have no health service if the Tories get back. The NHS will be
privatised. Homelessness has already rocketed by 54% and this will get
worse. That is the prospect in this constituency of the Tories getting back
in.
We will tackle tax evasion and tax avoidance from the very rich and
corporations. We will put a lock on VAT because its a regressive tax.
There will be no increase in National Insurance. 95% of the population
will not pay more tax. We will be asking for the rich to shoulder more of
the burden to fund the NHS and public services, to ensure a decent wage.
We will stop the school cuts, and invest in early years. Our ambition
is to have free childcare. It should become a state service like the nordic
model. Education is a gift from one generation to another. It must be
free, which is why we will abolish tuition fees.
To solve our housing crisis we will build one million new homes and
500,000 of those will be council houses. We will end the privatisation of
the NHS. With a fair taxation system we can pay for an NHS that is
fully funded and is linked to social care, not left to collapse.
We will invest in infrastructure; in road, rail, alternative technology,
broadband. It is not a new invention — it is simply investing in our economy so we can become a prosperous country, make people richer and
make peoples lives richer. We need a real living wage – £10 per hour. We
will scrap the Trade Union Act immediately and give people trade union
rights from day one of employment.
We will scrap zero-hour contracts and we will restore sector-by-sector collective bargaining. Decades ago 80% of us had our wages determined by collective bargaining but that has been eroded to 20%.

A shadow chancellor reading about economics? Surely not
By Simon Hannah
To try and whip up some red scare for the election, Andrew Marr
asked John McDonnell about his views on the thinker of the millennium — Karl Marx.
The aim was to paint McDonnell as a dangerous communist radical.
McDonnell denied he was a Marxist but said we had "a lot to learn"
from old Charlie Marx — a cop out of an answer since he said he was a
Marxist when speaking to left events very recently! McDonnell said that
"“I believe there’s a lot to learn from reading Kapital, yes of course it is.
That’s been recommended not by me but by many others — mainstream
economists as well."
Of course he is not alone in this, many mainstream economists looked
to Marxist economics after the 2007 financial crash to explain the problems of capitalism. Naturally they rejected the radical conclusions of
Kapital, that the capitalist system itself is built on declining rates of profit
which will inevitably lead to socio-economic crises throughout history.
But the idea that what McDonnell said is a scandal is simply nonsense.
The key point of Kapital is that Marx argues that all workers are exploited, none of them are paid the full value of their labour power — the
bosses profit comes from the value that workers put into the products
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they make or the services they provide. The battle under capitalism between bosses and workers is over this surplus value — the bosses keep
on trying to increase the working day and lower wages (to make more
money) and workers unite together in trade unions to resist these attacks.
Ultimately, exploitation of workers is part of capitalism, you can try
and make that exploitation less blatant but it always exists, the system
needs it to survive. The reality of that is something that most workers
would understand.

Cabbies for Corbyn
“We’ll fight as hard as we can to return a Labour government. Five more years
of a Tory government committed to neoliberal deregulation would be a disaster for taxi drivers...”
Lewis Norton, secretary of the RMT union’s London Taxis branch, spoke to The
Clarion about the “Cabbies for Corbyn” initiative they have helped set up, to
build support for Labour in the general election while also highlighting the attacks cab drivers face under the Tory government.
• See bit.ly/2q12fYG
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Education

Teachers: fight for a Labour victory!
By Pat Murphy, National Union of
Teachers Executive
Speaking at the National Union of Teachers
conference in April, Shadow Chancellor John
McDonnell made a number of proposals
which were very welcome. Under a Labour
government, he told delegates:
• Local authorities would be allowed to build
schools again
• Academies and free schools could come
back under local authority control
• The cap on teachers’ pay would be lifted and
the existing “review bodies” would be replaced
by proper collective bargaining (scrapped in
1989).
• There would be a review of testing and assessment.
Limited and somewhat ambiguous though
these pledges are, they should be part of
Labour’s general election campaign, together
with a policy on restoring and increasing school
funding and the free school meals pledge.
Saying these things to a left-wing trade union
conference is easy — saying them to the whole
country during an election is what is necessary.
McDonnell received a standing ovation in
Cardiff, yet leadership opposition meant that
the conference voted by a very small margin
against exploring a new kind of relationship
with the Labour Party. We need to keep raising
this issue in the new union being formed by the
merger of the NUT and smaller teaching union
ATL.
Meanwhile, teachers should fight for a
Labour victory and join the Labour Party.

Solidarity with Forest Hill School

(Forest Hill School NUT rep Joe Cowley and National Union of Students executive
member Ana Oppenheim on the picket line)
Teachers at Forest Hill School in Lewisham, South London, have taken seven days of
strike action (so far, with more to come) to stop drastic cuts at the school, as part of a
wider community campaign. The Clarion and the left-wing student campaign NCAFC have
produced a solidarity poster. Please take a photo or yourself with the poster and send to
theclarionmag@gmail.com.
We will add to the pictures here bit.ly/2pgyG6j

Putting meat on the bones of the NES
By Sahaya James, Momentum National
Co-ordinating Group and National Campaign
against Fees and Cuts (p.c.)
Nestled amid the many speeches and all too often frustratingly vague
or moderate pledges that were made when Jeremy Corbyn first stood
for Labour leader nearly two ago was a simple and almost alarmingly
good idea — a National Education Service (NES) to provide a cradle
to grave free education system much like the NHS.
The NES, will involve a reversal of the cuts to the adult education
budget, to be funded by raising corporation tax. These are undeniably
positive changes. But these are hurriedly sketched out and reactive proposals, which don’t even begin to reflect the exciting potential the NES
has to start a debate on its 10 point plan.
These points include the following promises: to introduce universal
free childcare, decently paid apprenticeships, abolish tuition fees, reintroduce maintenance grants and EMA, and investment in further education. Such things could transform how education is seen, delivered and
experienced.
This is certainly the case with the reintroduction of EMA. Instead of
just promising to reverse and reintroduce EMA, the NES could be used
as a platform to debate, and a vehicle to imagine, the necessarily infrastructure, make the arguments for, and eventually deliver universal living
grants. Much more than simply bringing back highly flawed and insuf-
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ficient support such as the EMA.
Using this new framework, we could break down the needless divisions
between further and higher education by developing ideas around a comprehensive university, deploying a more modular framework for education, making education accessible throughout our lives.
These are exactly the kind of debates that need to be had if we’re to
really take full advantage of this thrilling opportunity to develop and
contextualise the education system we need. It is vital for these conversations to be democratic and led by students, workers and the wider community, both within and beyond the labour movement.
The National Campaign Against Fees and Cuts (NCAFC) is a direct-action-oriented democratic grassroots network of students, recent
graduates and education workers, which played a leading role in the 2010
student protests against the tripling of tuition fees and the movement
that followed. Over the years it has done substantial work to develop and
define what is meant by free education and can be credited with the now
common understanding on this issue in the student movement which
goes far beyond simply abolishing fees. NCAFC has always said free education can be the basis of a liberatory education system which is accesible and democratically run by students and staff.
The NCAFC has begin to hold a debate on and develop the NES
idea, and will be continuning this work in the coming months and
years.
• To find out more and to take part: bit.ly/2qVHJGb
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YOUTH

Rallying young people to Labour
Wandworth Young Labour
activist, Joe Davidson,
argues Labour needs to
pay special attention to
getting out the youth vote.
Young people present a challenge
for Labour. While support for
Labour amongst those aged
under-25 is stronger than in any
other age group, voter turnout
amongst young people is also
lower than for any other age
group.
A key task for Labour at this election, therefore, is to rally nonvoting young people to the cause
of Labour.
If we want young people to help
deliver a Labour government, a
concerted political effort is needed
by Labour.
It should be remembered that
low voter turnout amongst young
people does not necessarily signal
an anti-political attitude as such.
Instead, it is symptomatic of a disengagement from party politics
stemming from the sense that parties offer only marginally different
versions of the status quo and can-

not fundamentally improve society.
Given this, my wager is that
Labour will attract non-voting
young people only insofar that it
promises a rupture with the dominant political coordinates of recent years.
Winning over young people to
socialist politics necessitates
Labour advancing a bold vision of
a transformed society that breaks
with the neoliberal orthodoxies of
the last few decades. Increasing
the minimum wage, abolishing tuition fees and building half a million new council homes all point
towards this.
Of course, all of this is empty if
we cannot communicate Labour’s
programme to young people.
Young Labour should play a leading role in this task. However,
there are serious questions over
whether Young Labour at a national level has the capacity or
willingness to do this.
Young Labour has historically
lacked the organisational autonomy and political confidence necessary to stake out a distinctive
identity. As a result, Young
Labour’s election activities are

limited. For example, no attempt
has been made to run an independent Young Labour campaign, determine key areas for young
Labour members to struggle
around or produce literature for
distribution.
Given this, the responsibility for
engaging young people will, at this
election, fall to local Young
Labour groups and CLP youth officers. There are a number of important interventions that these
entities can make in local election
campaigns.
For example, a group of Young
Labour activists in Tooting, London, organised a Young Labour
election rally for Labour MP

Rosena Allin-Khan on 2 May.
This event, attended by over forty
young people, provided a forum to
discuss the best ways to argue for
Labour’s programme on the
doorstep, amongst friends and in
our workplaces or places of education.
More generally, Young Labour
activists should function as the
critical consciousness of the election campaigns they are involved
in. That is, we should guard
against attempts to soften the radical edges of the Labour programme. The success of Labour
amongst the young is contingent
on these elements being highlighted, rather than apologised for.
Finally, Young Labour activists
should consider engaging in forms
of activism that creatively engage
young people, including protest
actions.
Let us be clear: if we are to win
the votes of young people, we require a programme that breaks
fundamentally with the past, a
campaign that creatively articulates Labour’s vision of the future, and young activists ready to
resolutely argue for socialist policies.

Four proposals for Labour’s manifesto
The Labour Party has asked members of the Young Labour
National Committee for submissions to be considered for the
party’s general election manifesto. Clarion supporters Rida
Vaquas and Michael Chessum, who sit on the YL NC, have
submitted the following.

Education
We need to put more meat on the bones of the National Education
Service proposal, including by campaigning for:
• Restoring the funding lost from Further Education, which has been
cut to the bone by the Tories (35pc of adult FE funding lost in 20092015, with another 24pc cut announced last year). FE needs to be rebuilt or we cannot undo the damage to the Tories have inflicted on
society.
• Ending the gradual but relentless breaking up of state education
by abolishing academies and free schools, making all schools community schools under democratic local authority control, as well as reversing cuts to school funding.

Energy
Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership campaign raised the possibility of taking
the ‘Big Six’ energy companies (British Gas, EDF, E-on, npower, Scottish Power, and SSC) into public ownership. These companies run 92%
of energy operations in the UK. Doing so would allow a Labour government to systematically reduce energy costs for households across
the country. Moreover it is only through public control of energy that
Labour can make a serious endeavour to tackle climate change by phas-
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ing out fossil fuel use. We should pledge to nationalise the Big Six.

Migrants’ rights and free movement
The Conservative government’s plans for Brexit are premised upon
increasing the exploitation of migrant workers through material insecurity and a decrease in their rights. Moreover current immigration
policy is designed to benefit the wealthy rather than working-class people. As part of the labour movement, Labour needs to stand in solidarity
with all workers, regardless of their origin, and help them organise together. This means fighting for the continuation of freedom of movement from the EU rather than surrendering to the Tories and UKIP
on this. See the policy the Young Labour NC unanimously agreed to
submit to party conference last year.

Young workers’ rights.
A £10 an hour minimum wage is a great policy, but it is very important for young workers that it is introduced without differential age
rates or exemptions. More generally, Labour’s new policies on workers’
rights, such as banning zero hours contracts, need to be made prominent and in a strong form. As part of a push to help organise young
workers, we should also include the policy passed unanimously by party
conference in 2015 to “introduce a comprehensive package of employment rights compliant with ILO core conventions and European
human rights obligations, along with the levelling up of workers’ rights
across the EU; legislate for strong rights to unionise, win recognition
and collective bargaining, strike, picket and take solidarity action”.
And we should make reference to the inspiring examples of workers organising for their rights, including mainly young workers like
the Picturehouse cinema workers.
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on the doorstep

Turn Brighton Kemptown red!
Lloyd Russell-Moyle is
Labour’s candidate for
Brighton Kemptown and
Peacehaven. He spoke to
The Clarion about the
campaign so far.
The selection process was not as
democratic as any of us would
have liked, but in the end most
candidates who put their name
in the hat declared publicly and
there was some public discourse
online amongst the members
about the candidates.
Whilst members were denied
the normal democratic process, at
least we had some discussion in
the membership, which I think
meant members feel more encouraged to campaign.
The campaign has been fantastic. On Sunday 7 May we had
about 100 people out over the day.
The key issue for us is turnout. In
our three Labour held wards the
turnout was low (under 50%) in
the last general election, compared
to the Tory wards where turnout
was over 60%. We need to get
across the message that turning
out to vote will mean something.
The feeling on the doorstop has
been positive. It will be a hard slog
knocking on every door. As with
many constituencies we have a diverse population. There is a range
of issues across the constituency,
from a UKIP vote in the east to a
mobile student population in the
west. We have an enthusiastic

Lloyd Russell-Moyle (front) and
Kemptown members out campaigning
campaign team and the backing
of a variety of unions who have
mobilised to support us.
There are two main concerns
amongst voters. One is the education cuts, which are of course a
national issue — we have been
using the data from the School
Cuts website (schoolcuts.org.uk),
that has been going down very
well (or indeed badly!) on the
door step.
People know about these cuts.
Headteachers have been writing
to parents. We used to have four
state secondary schools in the
constituency but one was shut
down. The remaining two have
turned a corner recently but are
now facing over £500,000 cuts

Expulsions update
With the General Election, the previous stream of expulsions of
left-wingers from the Labour Party by the Compliance Unit seemed
to have come to a stop.
However, three Labour Party members in South West Surrey have
been expelled without due process for advocating Labour support for
well-known NHS doctor Louise Irvine’s NHS Action Party campaign against the constituency’s Tory MP, Health Secretary Jeremy
Hunt.
Whatever you think of the political tactic they are advocating, their
treatment stands in stark contrast with that of right-wingers like
Frank Field, Ian Murray and Tony Blair, all of whom have called for
people to vote for other parties or even stand against Labour — and
remain untouched. (In a bit of good news, arch-right-winger Simon
Danczuk has been deselected and resigned from the party.)
Speaking at Manchester Trades Council’s May Day festival, Bakers’ Union general secretary Ronnie Draper, who was suspended
and reinstated, called for a renewed campaign against expulsions
and suspensions after the election. He is right.
• stopthelabourpurge.wordpress.com
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each. That’s the equivalent of
about 20 teachers! But they will
cut a mixture of teachers and support staff, so there could perhaps
be more than 20 jobs going. This
is unfathomable for many parents
who know what good work the
staff in these schools do.
These cuts are devastating for
schools who are serving some of
the poorest students in our constituency. A constituency which
already has the third lowest university (UCAS) application in
England.
The other main concern is the
NHS. We have a hospital, mental
health trust, ambulance trust and
CCG, which are all in special
measures. Seven GP surgeries
have shut in the last five years.
There is a feeling that the health
service is under huge pressure and
strain. Health workers have been
out campaigning for us every
night.
Every now and then we will get
one person who says they don’t
like Jeremy Corbyn, but in 2015
we had about one person a day
who said they didn’t like Ed
Miliband — it’s probably the
same person! There are always
some who don’t like the leader.
We are running a local campaign against an unpopular Tory
who was kicked out of his Brexit
role in the government. He
promised to save our health service and look at what’s happened.
He promised to push to rebuild
our seafront which is crumbling
away, and nothing has happened.

If we win the election I think a
Labour Government should make
housing a priority. It should take
a 1945 government approach to
housing – treat it as a national priority. In Brighton we have 20,000
people,
almost
10%
of
the adult city population, on the
social housing waiting list – this
cannot continue.
It’s not just about encouraging
councils to do more about it, but
instructing councils that they
must do it, and giving councils the
money for it. We should also build
in such a way that every community absorbs social housing, so
communities are diverse, rather
than social housing being geographically isolated.
The NHS should also be a priority. We should write off PFI
debts immediately and bring inhouse
all
private
forprofit providers. This will save
resources in the long run.
How do we do that? We tackle
corporation tax, and close the loop
holes. We barely tax people at the
highest levels. We need to be less
ashamed about saying that if you
are the richest in society you
should pay back that gift that you
have been given — wealth. It is
often not something people have
worked hard for — it is often
handed down, inherited. I don’t
begrudge them personally but
wealth needs to be shared fairly.
A better taxation system that
is harder to get round and is enforced. Use it to pay for homes,
health and schools.

Matt Wrack on
Corbyn and
the Labour left
In the last issue of The Clarion
we printed the first part of a long
interview with Matt Wrack the
general secretary of the Fire
Brigades Union. Matt talks
about the left’s battle to win politically inside the Labour Party.
The second part of this interview
will be printed next month.
Read part 1 here:
bit.ly/wrackinterview

Page 13

arguments

Will Labour lose “because of Corbyn”?
By Chris Reynolds
Some voters are telling canvassers that they won’t vote
Labour because they don’t like
Jeremy Corbyn. This is no surprise.
Most voters are hesitant and
unsure about political argument,
especially with a canvasser whom
they will assume to be more informed and articulate than themselves. The media tells them that
“unhappy with Corbyn” is a respectable reason for not voting
Labour, not requiring complicated
explanation.
Voters use that “reason” all the
more because in some constituencies right-wing Labour canvassers
have been prompting them, asking those who say they won’t vote
Labour, or aren’t sure, “is it because of the leader?”
The Labour right wing says
we’d do better with a more rightwing (“moderate”) personality as
leader. Cross-country evidence
demolishes that theory.
In France, the Socialist Party
won the presidency and legislature
in 2012 with a left-sounding
prospectus. It abandoned that and
turned right. Result: only 6.4% in
the presidential election of 22
April, polls predicting a wipe-out
in the legislative elections of 11
and 18 June, and the party falling
apart. Socialist Party prime minister Manuel Valls has said he will
jump ship and join Emmanuel
Macron’s ticket for 11 June.
In Germany, four years of the
Social Democratic Party (SPD)

being a junior and compliant partner in Angela Merkel’s coalition,
criticising Merkel rarely and
sometimes from the right, put
them solidly 15% behind Merkel
in the polls. Their poll scores have
recovered recently, though maybe
only briefly, with a new SPD
chancellor-candidate,
Martin
Schulz, who is seen as more independent and left-wing.
The Netherlands Labour Party
was the country’s biggest party
from 1994 to 2002, but in the
March 2017 election, after four
years of tame coalition with the
main bourgeois party, it went
down to 5.7% of the vote.
The PSOE dominated Spanish
politics in the post-Franco era,
governing from 1982 to 1996.
Now it is in disarray, 10 to 15%

behind the conservatives in the
polls, and often behind the new
leftish movement Podemos too.
Pasok dominated Greek politics for an era after the fall of the
military dictatorship in 1973, and
won a big victory in the 2009
election. After years of the sort of
policies Labour’s right wing
would recommend, it is now
down to 7 or 8% in the polls.
Many of its voters went to the
more left-wing Syriza. Then
Syriza won government and followed Pasok-type policies. In the
polls Syriza is now about 20% behind the conservatives.
The Democratic Party in Italy
drew together almost all the
country’s left and centre groups,
under Blair-type neoliberal hegemony, when it was formed in
2007. Italy’s right was divided and
discredited. The DP still holds on
to government, but it has recently
split, and is often behind the demagogic Five Star Movement in the
polls.
Seven years of gruelling, slow,
depressed semi-recovery from the
2008-9 crash (or, in Greece, no recovery at all) have grossly discredited
Blairite-type
“social
neoliberal” politics.
The mainstream right have
been discredited too, but are often
more resilient because people vote
for them not in search of improvements but out of the
thought that in incomprehensible
times it is better to stick with experienced and conservative managers.
The demagogic populist right,

and sometimes far right, has
gained most. But there are also
more people looking for left-wing
answers.
A majority for new left-wing
answers doesn’t come instantly, in
a society where conservative influences surround us from cradle to
grave. It has to be won. The only
way forward for society - let alone
for Labour — is to formulate and
win a majority for such left-wing
answers.
Jeremy Corbyn made a start on
that in 2015-6. As late as July
2016 he had a +20% rating in the
opinion polls. He was, and largely
still is, rated as “honest”, “principled”, “genuine”, and someone
who “stands up for ordinary people”.
His ratings have dropped because of the wrecking campaign
of the Labour right wing after 23
June 2016, and also partly because
he has let himself be intimidated
by that right wing, maybe also illadvised by his Stalinist-infested
Leader’s Office, so that he has become vague and mumbly. The
conservative media can now denounce him not so much as “too
left wing” but just as “ineffectual”.
The answer is not a turn back
to the road which has taken so
many European social democratic parties to the depths. It is
to defeat the right wing and push
to open out the Labour Party
and transform it into a democratic movement capable of winning a majority for new left-wing
answers.

Rich increase their wealth. Tax the billionaires!
By Gemma Short, Haringey Labour Momentum
Britain now has more billionaires than ever. Fifteen years ago there
were 21 billionaires, now there are 134.
According to the Sunday Times’ annual Rich List the 1,000 wealthiest
individuals and families in Britain have a combined wealth of £658 billion. They increased their wealth by £83 billion in the last year alone!
The threshold to make it on to the richest 1,000 list rose to £110 million
this year, double the threshold of 2009. In 1997, just £15 million of personal wealth was enough.
Imagine what could be done with that £83 billion increase, let alone
the rest of their rapidly accumulating wealth. According to the Equality
Trust £83 billion could pay the energy bills of all the UK households
for two and a half years and would be enough for the grocery bills for
all food bank users for 56 years. When the Tories decry Labour’s quite
modest spending plans, claiming there is no money we must point out
that our taxation system barely touches the wealth of the richest.
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More than a third of the 100 richest are also, unsurprisingly, Tory
donors. Between them they have given £19 million to the Conservative
Party since 2001. Labour’s election co-ordinator Andrew Gwynne said
that “the Rich List reads like a who’s who of Tory donors ... While the
Tories have been going cap in hand to the country’s wealthiest tycoons,
they have slashed taxes for those at the very top and raised taxes for
working people.”
Yet the rate of billionaire-creation wasn’t exactly held back under the
last Labour government. In 2013 seven of the twenty richest politicians
(most of them appointed Lords) were Labour. Peter Mandelson famously said in 1998 that he was “intensely relaxed about people getting
filthy rich” (a phrase Chuka Umunna echoed in 2014). We must be clear
— we don’t want a Labour government like the last one, Labour should
tax the rich.
As former Labour leader George Lansbury said while leader of the
rebellious Poplar Council: “Those who pretend that a sound Labour
policy can be pursued either nationally or locally without making the
rich poorer should find another party.”
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The French left after the presidential election
In the French presidential election (first round 23 April,
second round 7 May), neo-liberal Emmanuel Macron
defeated far-right candidate Marine Le Pen 66pc to 34pc. In
the first round, the vote was quite evenly split between four
candidates, with radical left social democrat Jean-Luc
Mélenchon taking 19.6pc to conservative François Fillon’s
20pc, Le Pen’s 21.3pc and Macron’s 24pc. The official
candidate of France’s historic social-democratic “Socialist
Party”, Benoît Hamon – not a million miles from Mélenchon
but blander – got 6.4pc. Class-struggle socialists Phillippe
Poutou and Arlette Laguiller got a much smaller vote.
We republish three extracts from French socialist groups
about the way forward.
The newsletter Arguments pour la Lutte Sociale headlined, on 5 May:
“Beat Le Pen Sunday [7 May], beat Macron in June [legislative elections, 11th and 18th], impose unity of action and democratic debate”.
If the political representatives of labour in the first round — Jean-Luc
Mélenchon in particular, and Benoit Hamon too — had made an appeal
on the evening of 23 April for people to turn out in mass on 1 May and
to defeat Le Pen in the presidential elections, so as then to defeat Macron
in the legislative elections, that would not only have guaranteed a severe
political defeat for Le Pen and her party on 7 May... but established that
there was no mandate given to Mr. Macron. It would have said no to the
new labour law and to the liquidation of the socialised wage within
Health Insurance and Unemployment Insurance, the two flagship measures Macron wants to push as soon as possible, and by decree.
We must impose social struggle in common and democratic debate.
Immediate goal: beat Le Pen and Macron!
In the legislative elections, unity for workers' and democratic candidates against Macron, against Le Pen, for defence of existing labour law.
By imposing unity of action and free debate, we will build the conditions for a counter-offensive and for social victory.
The Nouveau Parti Anticapitaliste, NPA, wrote on 7 May:
Marine Le Pen, candidate of the National Front, will not be elected.

We are glad of that. For us, the FN will never just be a party like the
others. Behind its demagogic social demands, its programme remains
the destruction of democratic rights, the putting into question of all the
rights of the trade union and social movements...
As the heir to Hollandism, Macron the banker is fully implicated in
the politics of his predecessor. As a minister he inspired socially regressive
laws, like the one which bore his name or the labour law which was met
with massive opposition on the streets last year. Beyond that, Macron
intends to deepen the neo-liberal counter-revolution..
So we must get ready to wage new battles, uniting to prepare resistance
against Macron who wants to govern by decree, imposing his anti-social
programme like a steam-roller. A period of struggle is before us, and we
have to organise all-encompassing mobilisations which can tip the balance of forces, constructing a unified front to defend our social and
democratic rights.
Lutte Ouvrière declared on 7 May:
Emmanuel Macron has won the presidential election by a big margin.
The increased number of abstentions and blank votes, however, shows
that an important part of the electorate, notably in working-class areas,
refused the choice between the far-right millionaire [Le Pen] and the
stooge of the bankers [Macron]...
If the workers want to oppose all the measures taken against their interests, they must defend themselves using the only weapons at their disposal: strikes, demonstrations, collective struggles, just as they did against
Hollande and against Sarkozy...
The far-right would not have amassed so many votes if a part of the
working class — disgusted by the politics of the parties which claim to
represent them — had not chosen to express their anger by voting for
Le Pen.
It’s a lethal trap. That vote seals the abandonment by a growing
number of workers of all the values of the labour movement: abandonment of the solidarity between workers against the bourgeoisie
that exploits them, abandonment of the internationalism in favour of
chauvinism; abandonment of the red flag in favour of the French tricolour.

By Sacha Ismail

Momentum, Grassroots Momentum,
Red Labour

Simon Hannah’s call for a left in the Labour Party which takes a
strongly internationalist position (“Labour internationalists”,
Clarion 6) is welcome, but I think quite a lot of what he wrote begs
more questions than it answers.
Is it really the case that Britain is “a nation that still thinks the
Colonial Office and East India Company are parts of our foreign policy”? Did the ruling class not notice the national liberation struggles
which broke up the British Empire decades ago? Is there nothing substantially different about the British imperialism of today and, say,
1917?
Yes, absolutely we should seek to abolish NATO. But what does it
mean to say it is a “war machine designed to keep the west in power”?
In power where? As Omar Raii argued on the same page as Simon’s
article, shouldn’t we challenge “left” narratives which seeks to put the
blame for every conflict in the world, from Ukraine to Syria, at the
door of the “west”?
No socialist will disagree with “solidarity with the Palestinians”, but
I think Simon needs to spell out what he means by “condemnation
of Israeli apartheid policies”. Is Israel similar to apartheid South
Africa, in which case surely it is not just a matter of “policies”?
I don’t think it is comparable. Jeremy Corbyn’s policy of supporting the fight for a Palestinian state alongside Israel, with the same
rights as Israel, is good.

The Grassroots Momentum network held its first national committee meeting on 22 April.
The Red Labour network held a national activists’ meet up on 29
April. “Official” Momentum will hold the second meetings of its National Coordinating Group on 13 May.
Clarion supporters sit on all these bodies and we will carry more
detailed reports of all of them – see the website for more.
Grassroots Momentum is sending out weekly election updates to
Momentum groups and activists and planning a post-election event
and rally in June.
Red Labour agreed to be involved in these events and also to take
part in the Clarion’s proposal for a meet-up of radical Labour left
groups to discuss possible cooperation.
Clarion supporters on the Momentum NCG, including our editor
Rida Vaquas, will raise proposals for Momentum campaigning focused
on registering, organising and mobilising young people in the election,
and a proposal for the organisation to make it clear that it stands firm
for migrants’ rights and does not accept that Labour should endorse
the ending of free movement from EU countries.
They are also supporting proposals for Momentum to discuss
plans for Labour Party conference and for challenging expulsions
and suspensions from the party at the first post-election NCG
meeting.

Updating our internationalism?
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Young people and students
for a Labour victory
By Maisie Sanders,
Lewisham Labour
activist
We are a group of students and
young people active in the
Labour Party who want to mobilise people to campaign for a
Labour victory this June, based
on Labour’s policies and our
ideas for free, democratic and
lifelong education.
Right now the Tory government’s higher education reforms
want to raise fees and turn universities into businesses; massive
funding cuts, course closures and
job losses are decimating Further
Education, while our schools are
also facing devastating cuts; and
workers on campus are increasingly being outsourced, casualised
and made redundant. Labour’s
plans for a National Education
Service, free, funded by a corporation tax and available from cradle
to grave, begin to outline a radically different vision for education, and we have a big
opportunity to agitate for these
ideas and influence them.
Students and young people
should join Labour, get active in
their local parties, constituency
Young Labour groups and campus
Labour clubs and campaign for a
Labour victory and for free,
democratic and liberatory education inside and outside the party.
We will shortly be creating a website where leaflets will be available
to download and print — email
labour4education@gmail.com to
get involved or add your name to
the statement below.

Sign this statement
Labour is way ahead in the polls
among young people, and even
further ahead among students.
We want to build on that enthusiasm to mobilise people to register, vote and get active in their
Labour clubs, Young Labour
groups and CLPs to campaign
for a Labour victory on 8th June;
and to continue campaigning
after the election.
A Labour victory would give us
the best chance in a generation of
winning a free, publicly funded
and democratic education system,
accessible from cradle to grave.
We will campaign for Labour’s
policies to:
• Scrap all tuition fees and restore free education, publicly
funded by taxing big business: a
cradle-to-grave “National Education Service”
• Reverse the cuts and invest in
Further Education, adult education, and schools.
• Ensure apprentices are paid
the minimum wage, bring back
Education Maintenance Allowance for 16-19 year olds, and
Maintenance Grants for students
at university.
• Move towards universal free
childcare, removing barriers
which block many women and
mature students from accessing
education.
• Introduce a £10 an hour minimum wage with no age differential or exemptions; ban zero-hours
contracts; strengthen trade union
rights; close the gender pay gap.
• Rent controls, investment in
housing and stronger rights for
tenants.

Facebook.com/theclarionmag

However, we should also push
for this vision to be bolder and
more radical. Every school should
be a democratic community
school; all students should receive
living grants, paid for by taxing
the rich; and Labour should campaign to organise young workers
in unions. We must also push for
Labour to defend international
students by taking a much
stronger stand in favour of migrants’ rights and freedom of
movement, and against the racist
“Prevent” strategy.
Whatever the outcome, after
the election we’ll continue to fight
on our campuses and in our
Labour clubs, Young Labour
groups and CLPs for a democratic, free, lifelong education system.

Initial signatories include:
Alex Booth, City and Islington
College Student Union, National
Campaign Against Fees & Cuts
FE rep
Ana Oppenheim, NUS National
Executive Council, University of
the Arts London student union
Campaigns Officer
Andrew Peak, Oxford University
Labour Club Campaigns Officer

@Clarion_Mag

Ben Towse, UCLU Labour
Campaigns Officer
Deborah Hermanns, NUS NEC
Iternational Students’ Campaign
rep
Demaine Boocock, Sheffield
Labour Students and Sheffield
Young Labour
Hansika Jethnani, NCAFC
International Rep, NUS National
Executive Committee elect
Josh Chown, Chair, Surrey
Labour Students; Youth Officer,
Guildford Labour Party
Justine Canady, University
College London Student Union
Women’s Officer elect, NCAFC
Women and Non-Binary Co-rep
Maisie Sanders,
NCAFC
Women and Non-Binary Co-rep,
Youth GC delegate to Lewisham
Deptford Labour Party
Mark Crawford, University
College London Student Union
Postgraduate Officer
Monty Shield, Queen Mary
University of London Labour
Society Campus Campaigns
Officer
Omar Raii, NUS National
Executive Committee
Rida Vaquas,
Momentum
National Coordinating Group,
Young Labour West Midlands
rep, Oxford University Labour
Club BAME officer
Sahaya James, Chair, University
of the Arts London Labour Club;
NUS NEC; Momentum NCG
Stuart McMillan, NCAFC NC
Vijay Jackson, Scottish Labour
Young Socialists
Zack Murrell-Dowson, Bristol
Young Labour LGBTQ+ officer,
Bristol Labour Students LGBT+
officer elect
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